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CHRISTES +« A 


Miracles; 


: Iohn g. 16. 

Then ſaid ſome of the Phatiſees This man 
is not of God, btcauſe he keepeth not 
the Sabboth: others ſayd; How can a 

man that is a ſinner doe ſach miracles? 
And there was a diſſentiõ among them. 


- —"_” — 


Il N this verſe is ſet downe a 
double opinis which the Pha- 
d l riſees held concerning Chailk, 
v8 MC |. and eſpecially conceining the 
=== \19;ks which he had w2ought 
among them, Some of them haue perem⸗ 
tozilp and flatly condemned him, ſaving, 
that he was a man that was rot of God: and 
they render a reaſon, oꝛ rather a ſhadow of 
areaſon; namely becauſe he kœpeth not 
the Sabboth , but their opinion was raſb, 
and their indgement falſe and erronious, 
p2oceeding from the mallice and Hatred of 
the perſon of Chꝛiſt. Alfo that which they 
haue vſed foꝛ areaſon , wee haue ſhewed 
that it is likewiſe falſe: foꝛ THRI SD 
was (6 farre from breaking the Sab⸗ 
0 A2 both, 
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Chriſtcs 
baoth, oꝛ anp part of the law,that he did in 
full perfection fullfill the whole lawe of 
God, 

Now folldweth the opinion of the ſe⸗ 
cond ſozt of Phariſees , which laid; How 
can a man that is a Baer do ſuch miracles? 
as if the holy Ghoſt ſhould ſay, Jfour Sa⸗ 
uiour Chꝛiſt were ſuch a pzophaner and 
beaker of the Sabaoth, as pou ſurmiſe 
him to be, then it were impoſſible fo2 him, 
to do ſuch ſtrange and wonderkull mi⸗ 
racles, as wee ſ& he hath w2ought:of this 
wee haue ſpoken befo2e , and ſhall ſpeake 
mo2e hereafter, when we haue ſpoken ge- 
nerally of Miracles,of the wozkes of them, 
t therefo2ze of the power of God, in woz- 
king them, & alſo the power of Angels, of 
Satan, + of men therein. Whereas it is 
faid;How can a man that is a ſinner do ſuch 
Miracles: theſe men do inſinuate, that ſin⸗ 
ners can do ſome miracles in the ſight of 
men, but to do ſuch a miracle, as to cure a 
man being blinde from his birth, was im? 
poſſible foꝛ them, It is impoſſeble that any 
ſinner ſhould do this oz any ſuch miracles 
which Chꝛiſt did, wee are therefore to 
: firſt , what a miracle is, that euery 
one 
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one vnderſtanding the nature thereof, 
may make ſuch pꝛoper and peculiar vſe of 
the lame, as he ought. 

A miracle is nothing elſe but a rare 
wozke, apparently wzonght by the ſols 
a@mnnipotent power of God, cleane contra- 
ry to the oꝛder and inſtinct of nature, far 
abone nature oz naturall cauſes. I vſe ſo 
many. wo2ds,, that J may ſpeake to the 
capacity of all the people, whereas other- 
wile J might vſe fewer, we are therefoze 
firſt to know, that it is a wozke, foꝛ indeed 
it mult be in it ſelfe a true wozke, ded , oꝛ 
fact, otherwiſe it cannot in it ſelfe, md of 
it ſelfe, make men to muſe and maruell at 
it: at leaſt it cannot make wiſe men to 
maruell at it. If therefoze it be a miracle, 
it muſt be a ſenũble woꝛke, not a woꝛke in 
ſhew, illuſton o2 deceit , but a woꝛke in na⸗ 
ture, in deed, and in truth: if it be but an 
apparance ofa wozke, it is no miracle. If 
it be onelp in illuſion ofthe ſenſes, it is no 
miracle. It is then true that the illnſiong 
of ſathan are no miracles, fo2z he doth no⸗ 
thing but delude the ſenſes ol me; neither 
is it the celerity oz agilitp ot mens hands 
which are miracles, as of Juglers, which 

2 decciue 
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dete iue the people by an actinitte in con- 
tmuing the thing which they do. Foꝛ they 
do not any true worke, but by their 'dexte- 
rity deceiue mens ſenſes. Theſe there⸗ 
foze are nv miracles, fo2 euerp miracle 
muſt bee a true wozke, and fact indeed. 
therefoꝛe firſt call a miracle, &'wozke , to 
ſeperate it from. thoſe that.ſeme to bee 
miracles, and pet are not, as be the wazks 
of Satan, and his members, and alſo thoſe 
that are done by agilitv of man, which are 
wozkes in ſhew, but nor in deed. This 
Kinde of miracle which is a true woke, 
hath- bene ztzught by diners of Gods 
childꝛen, as Moſes luhen hee was ſent to 
deliuer the people of Iſraell out of Egipt, 
did woꝛke many miracies, to tiſtiſie that 
he was ſent of the KL. He made Frogs, 
not in appearance, but indeed: he turned 
the water of the riuet into blond, not in 
appearance, but in died. So alſo: Elias 
wꝛought miracles, not in ſhe w but in ded. 
So Chailt wꝛought mirscles notin ſhew, 
but in ded. Foz Lazarus ring de ad in⸗ 
died, he raiſẽd him vp ag aine in derd: when 
the wine waüted at the marriage, he turned 
Water in dan into wine in'd#d; as pure 

5 wine 
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wins as anp illued out of the U ine, and ſo 
are all the miratles which hee did, woꝛkes 
in deed,+ not onely in appearance. When 
therefoze wee fce any wonderfull thing 
come to paſſe, we mult examine it whether 
it be a wozke in deed ,02 only in apperance. 
If it be not a wozke indeed, as be the illu- 
ſions of Satan, and of men, which deteiue 
the ſenſes, and do not bzing any wozke to 
palle , then is it not a true miracle. . Foz 
euery true miracle which the Lo2d hath 
wꝛought himlelfe, oꝛ any of the P2zophets, 
92 our Sauiour Chꝛiſt, haue beene true 
wozks, Sccondly , I chall call it a rare 
-wozke of God, fo2 of the wazis of God, 
there be ſome which. gre vſual, cõmon, oꝛ⸗ 
dinarp: as the pꝛeſeruation of mqkinde, is 
an oꝛdinarp and vſuall wozke of God, and 
it is truly faid of the holy Ghoſt : that we 
hue,moue, g haue our being in the L oz. 
pet becauſe this is vſuall,2dinary, t com⸗ 
mon, ꝑea daply and hourely, (fo2 the L oꝛd 
doth o2dinarily cuery day. and houre , pꝛe⸗ 
ſerne men , otherwiſe they could not liue) 
A (ay becauſe it is oꝛdinarp, daplr, xhoure⸗ 
ly, we cannot pꝛop erly cal it a miracle, foꝛ 
it doth make me to maruel, to muſe, to bee 
A4 amazed 
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amaſed and aſtonied at if, ſeeing it is ſo v⸗ 
fuall and ozdinary among them Foz it is 
the nature of miracles, to make men, muſe 
and maruell at them: and therefoze when 
as in the Euangeliſts, any miracle which 
our Sauiour Chꝛiſt wꝛonght, is ſet down, 
there alſo immediatlp followeth that the 
people were aſtonied: therefo:e that 
which is vſuall, and common, cannot pꝛo⸗ 
perly be called a miracle. A miracle ther- 
foze muſt be a rare wozke of God, ſildome 
bzought to paſſe, i foz this cauſe we can- 
not ſay,that repentance','92 regeneration 
is a miracle, fo2 although repentance bee 
wꝛought in few pet is it not p2opetly a 
miracle, becauſe it is oꝛdinarilp, ⁊ fually 
at one time oz another wꝛought in the 
hearts ot all Gods childꝛen. There be al⸗ 
ſo many ſtrange and wonderfull wozkes 
of nature, yet betauſe they axe not rare 
but vſuall,and oꝛdinarp, they be no mira⸗ 
tles. An Adamant ſtone (wee know not by 
what foꝛte) will dzaw zron to it ſelfe: 
; Jron is heaup of it ſelfe, and of it ſelfcan- 
not poſſibly moone from place to place, 
vet an Adamant if it bee abone if will 
draw it to it elfe, which i is very ſtrange ? 
admira⸗ 
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admirable , pet becanſe-1t is vſuall and 
common, it cannot be called a miracle. 0 
we map ſee the nature, and power of ſome 
water, to turne that which in nature is 
gold, into ſtone: that is knowne to bee 
true by experience, vet no man can ſhew 
any reaſon, why that water ſhould rather 
doe it, themimy other. fAtthough this bee 
ſfrange & wonderfull, yet becauſe it is v⸗ 
ſuall and oꝛdinar v., pet in thoſe waters, it 
is no miracle: foz enery miracle is a rare 
wozke that commeth to paſſe 7 not v2dna- 
ly,but very ſuldom e. 
This wonꝛzke is called rare, either! in re- 
guard ofthe thing w2ought,o2 in regard of 
the manner of working it. Firſt in reſpect 
of the thing wꝛought; as when the Loꝛd 
ſent downe Manna from heauen , to ſckd 
ſuch a great number of people as the Iſra- 
elites were, this was very rare in regarde 
ofthe thing wꝛought. Do when the L 
made the Sunne to ſtav in the element;ſo 
like wile (as we may read) when the Loꝛd 
made the ſhadow or the Diall ts gochack. 
Setondly, a miracle is rare in re- 
garde of the manner of wozking it ; 8s 
when the water was turned into bloud⸗ 


er had wzought among them were moſt 
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it was not à rare thing to fe bloud , but 


the manner of wozking-it,as namely with 


u Rod, was moſt rare and was neuer 
ſent befoze . Oo we do ſe that Chaifts 
manner of healing the blind man was ve- 
rp rare; therefore a miracle: if it be a 
miracle indeed, firſt it mut bee a true 
woke. Decorfolp a rare wozke , either in 
regard ofthe thing it ſelfe,. ozin TG of 
the manner of doing it. 4. . 

1.7 A pparantly wrought, Ste; 

Thirdip, a miracle. muſt. haue this an⸗ 
nexed vnto it: fo2 it muſt not be obſcure, 


but apparent, I meane not ta the reaſon 


and iudgment ok men, but to mans ſence, 


that is, to ſome ot his ſentes, oꝛ to all of 


them, without cantrouerſic 02 doubting. 
This wee ſhall (x in all true miracles 
wꝛought by Cod; to bee of this nature, 


nanmely-cleare and euident to mans ſen⸗ 
ces: fo2 either men did feele them, as the 
darknes in Egipt, oz elſe they might touch 


them, taſte them, oꝛ ſmell them. Nhen the 


Loꝛd bought his people of Iſrael from E- 


gipt, al the miraties which he by his pow- 


apparent bnto mans ſence As namely 
when 
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When they went th2ough the red ſea, there 
he! made the waters to deuide themſelues, 
and to ſtand like mighty mountaines on 
each ſide of them, in ſuch loꝛt, that they did 
moſt manifeſtly ſee , and behold the ſame. 
Do like wiſe they ſaw, when Moſes itroke 
the ſtony Rock, ſo that therout guſhed way 
ter. So thep ſaw moſt euidentlp the walls 
of lericho fal down: and therefoze if there 
be any miracle which is not apparent of it 
ſelfe, it is no miracle. Likewiſe what 
wozkes ſo euer be done by ſatan 03 any of 
his Angels, if it be not euident 4 to be dif- 
cerned by mans ſenſe, hence we know that 
it is no miracle. Let vs by this p2operty of 
a true miracle, examine the miracle of the 
Altar of the Church of Rome, foꝛ in the ſa- 
crament of the Altar, after the Pꝛieſt hath 
ſaid a few woꝛds as theſe , (Hoc eff carpuſ- 
mem) they teach ;; there a ſtrange woꝛke 
is bꝛougght to pay the ſ abſtance of the 
bꝛead which was on the Atar, is gone and 
is changed into the mem of Chailt : if it 


were ſo, then inderd it were a miracle:but 
if it be à miracle, then men map diſcern? it 
by done ſenſe o2 other: So le them bow 
me an inſtance Where the L 92d wzought 

any 
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any miracle which he did not ſubiect to 
the ſenſes of man, but in this there is no 
miracle, which may bee diſcerned by the 
ſenſes: fo2 the bead in the — of 
all the ſenſes ſermeth the ſame that it was 
befozeto the ſight, it ſeemeth to be the ve⸗ 
ry ſame in ſubſtance, of the ſame quality 

t colour that it was of befoꝛe, it hath the 
ſame taſte it had befoze, to the handling it 
appeareth the ſame that it was befoꝛe, and 
hath the ſame ſmelling that it had befo2e, 
there is not any ſenſe that indgeth now o⸗ 
theruuſe ok it, thẽ it did befozeze therfoze 

if can be no true miracle. Indeed if befo2e 
I ſeeing it to be bead, taſting, cinelling, 
and touching it, doe iudge it to be bzead, 
ſhould now, ſing, ſmelling; taſting; and 
feeling it, perceius it to bee the body ok 
Chꝛiſt, it were a true miracle: but ſein 
to all the ſenſes, it appeareth one and the 
ſame that it was befoꝛe, it cannot be a mi⸗ 
racle: but thev ſay the outward foꝛme and 
externall accident of the bꝛead pet remai⸗ 
neth, but the ſubſtance of it is turned into 
the body of Chtiſt, which though we can- 
not perceine by our ſenſes, yet we are ta 
bele&ue by faith. But how did Ch2ift . 
ſelfe 
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lelfe deale with Thomas, when he doub- 
ted of his reſurrection ? he ſaid; Thruſt thy 
finger into my fide, and feele whether I 
haue not fleſh and bones, for a ſpirit hath 
not as thou feeleſt mee to haue; hee taketh 
away his doubt by the ſence of feling: 
and if this true naturall body of Chaiſk 
were there in the bꝛead, then might wee 
fele it as Thomas did, foꝛ Chꝛiſt ſtill retai⸗ 
noth that his true and naturall body , al- 
thaugh he be now gloꝛiſied. JIn-ſo-much 
therefoꝛe that in the bꝛead there is no mi- 
racle apparent to the ſenſes, there is no 
miracle at all. But this is the difference 
(in Gods Church) that befoze it was com⸗ 
mon bꝛead, oꝛdained and ſanctiſie d by the 
Lod, foz the nouriſhment of our bodies, 
but now it is the holy bzead , appointed, 
and ſet apart, and ſanctiſted by the Lo2d, 
not ſo much foz the nouriſhment of cur 
bodies, but eſpecially fo2 the confirmation 
of our faith, and the fode of our ſoules, 

The ſame alſo is to be ſaid of the Mine. 
Fourthly J adde : Wrought by the 
{ole omnipotent power of GO D. Where- 
in Jnote the wozkers of miracles, The 
L D RD himſelfe wozketh miracles,but 
pecu⸗ 
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peculiarly + p2operly by his power, E not 
by his wiſdome, though both be infinite. 
that a miracle is wꝛought by the power 
of God, I pꝛoue by theſe reaſons; Firſt x 
miracle is a wozke of great power farre 
palling the power of all creatures, there⸗ 
foze it muſt needes bee wꝛought by the 
power of the Creatoz. 

Secondlp, it is apparent by diners pla- 
ces of the woꝛd of God, as oel. 2.21. 30. 
there the holy Gholt aſcribeth the wozke- 
king of miracles to the Loꝛd himſelfe. 1 
will ſhew wonders in heaucn & earth, ſaith 
the Loꝛd, Feare not O land, for Iwill do 
great chings, Thirdly, the holy Shall v⸗ 
eth this as au argument to pꝛoue, that 
Jehouah is the Lord, and is onely to be ſer- 
ved, Lenit. 26. Deut. 28, Albeit the Ma⸗ 
gitians ot Egipt could wozke many admi- 
rable wonders by their owne Art, and by 
the inſtruction of the = Diuel, pet they con- 
feed that the woꝛkes of Moſes were not 
done by Moſes pawer, nz by any act Bl 
ſkill that mas in. Moſes, noꝛ pet by natural 
cauſes , but by y finger of God, whith is 


nothing elſe but his power. By this argu⸗ 
met doth Chꝛiſt pꝛooue, that his miracles 
were 
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were not done bv the power of Belzebub: 


It by thefinger of God caſt out diuills , by 


* hom do your children caſt them out. 

Lafly,this map alſo appeare by the con- 
ideation of the meanes which the Loꝛd 
bſeth in wozking of miracles . As the ſha- 
do lu of Peter to curo diſeaſes . Tan any 
mans ſhadow cure another: No,but the 
3.02d would haue that this meanes ſhould 
ſhew that the things were wꝛought by 
his power. So the Handkercher of Paul 
did cure diſeaſes, not that there were any 
ſuch vertues in it, but that it tame from 
the Lo2d : So alſo did the hem of Chaiſfs 
garmenttis there any power in the hem 
of a mans garment to cure diſeaſes 2 ſures 
ly no, but the Loꝛd vſeth that meanes ts 
teach vs thereby. that his power onely 
doth woke it. Here then wee muſt ac- 
knowledge, that miracles are w2onght 
only by the Loꝛd, and ſerue areatly to the 
aduancing of his glozy. 

Laſtlp wee muff conſider , that a mi⸗ 
racle is contrary to the inſtinct ok 
Nature. J Nature had neuer any ſuch 
inclination, as to bzing to paſſe any 
miracle, as _ the water ſtoode — 

tw3 


thoagh: there be neither bone, WW 
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two parts, nature had a deſire ts make the 
waters runne, when as then the waters 
ſtood, it was contrary to nature. 


Ihe vſe. 


The ble that we muſt make hereof,1s to 
giue to God that which is his owne , that 
we ſhould acknowledge him to be the ſole 
authoꝛ and wozker of miracles, that either 
haue beene oꝛ ſhal be in the woꝛld. It thou 
giue them to ſatan , then doſt thou conſti⸗ 
tute him, inſteed of the Lo2d himſelfe. 
Art thou the Lo2ds - then know, that nei⸗ 
ther ſathan, noz any creature, is able to 
woꝛke any miracle againſt thee. Il thou 
be his, rather then his name ſhould be dif- 
honoured by thee , he will wozke miracu⸗ 
louſly,fo2 thy god and pꝛeſeruation. 
Further, this ſerueth to ratifie our faith 
in the power of God . The diuill is his 


ſeruant, whether he will oꝛ not, he can do 


nothing but that which the Loꝛd willeth. 


And hereby wee hold that our bodies 


Hall bee raiſed againe at the laſt dap. Foz 
God is able to wo2ke all miracles : al⸗ 


neſt, finew to new „4 raife vs vf I bn 
with the ſame bodies, we had > 5 * 


The ſecond part pf this 


Sermon. 


Now- remaineth lunte⸗ thing to be "es 
ken moze plainely and particularly, of mi- 
racles. Foz as in all other things;ſo allo in 


Vzy waies of wozking. Noz either himſelfe 
alone, x bf himſelke alone, oz elle he blech 
ſome creature in p wozking or the fame ab 
in the creatid of the woꝛld he vſ ed nok any, 


all things of nothing, So likewiſe | in the 


out the helpe of any other. So alſo hes 


farned backe the ſhadow of the Dpall of 


Azah by himſelfe alone without the vſc 
of any other. But neuerthelelle in wozk- 


ung dame miracles, be vſeth meanes, but 


eſpe: 


miracles, the Loꝛd vſeth diuerſe aud ſun⸗ 


thing out of himſelfe, but in himlelfe, bp 
RET and of himſelfe alone, he created 


working of ſome miracles, it pleaſeth him 
not to admit the vſe of any creature what⸗ 
ſoeuer. As when hee ſtayed the ſunne in 
the firmament , he did it of himſclfe with: 


eſpMtally man fo2 the means therof.As in 
at the miracles wꝛought in Egipt, ö Loꝛd 
did woꝛk the indeed, but by * 2 of Moſes 
# Aaron, He dcuided \ y red ſea ſo,y 3ſrael 
paſſed thꝛough on dꝛy fot, but it was done 
by Moles, Da alſo he wꝛought many mira⸗ 
tles in wildernes befoze p Ilcalites, but 
by the hands of Moſes g Aaron. So ſome 

mitacles. were done by Judges, ſome by 
Elizæus, aud others of the Prophets. Do 
alſo - God wiought miractes afterward, 
not only by his Son, but alſd by the hands 
of the Apoſtles. So that it is a true point 

of religion to hold that the Loꝛd in wor⸗ 
king of miracles , doch oftentimes vſe the 


meanes of man therein. In this doctrine 


wee are to take heed of theſe two dange⸗ 
rons points. Firſt, that wee derogat no⸗ 
thing from the Paieffie of God, although 
he vſe meanes in the woꝛking er many mi⸗ 
racles. Second that we do not ma qnifre 
the Creature , which the Lozd vſeth a 
bone that which ts conuenient , Into 
which very many haue fat! en heretoloze. 
Foz the auoyding therefoze of them, it 
is neceſſarp to hold theſe two points of 
Religion : firff to beleeue and know that 


the 


the omnipotent power of GO DO cannot 
be communicated to any creature. Fo2 
the 1929 ſaith , as ofhis wildome, infice 
und mercy , ſo alſo of his power. J will 
not giue mp gls2y to another. Tee ate 
therefoꝛets hold; that the power of God 
cannot beſeeme any creature Whatſocuer, 
no though eilt bee an Angell of Peanen, 
Secondly that wee muſt knolv, remem⸗ 
ber; and konſtantly beleeue, that albeif 
the power of GO D could bee commu⸗ 
nicated to any creature, either in heauen 
oz in earth, pet that there is no creature 
tapeable thereof, no creature is able to 
beare it. This ts entdent in the example 
of Peter, befoꝛe whome when CHRIST 
had wiought a miracle, and he had ſerne 
ſoitie fmaſl ſight of his gloꝛp, he ſaid, De- 
part from mee Lord for I am a ſinfull man. 
Ik Peter could not abide the glimmering 
okhis glozp, and ik it bꝛought his ſinnes 
to mem92y, in fo much that hee thought 
himſelfe vnwo2thp of his p2eſence: how 
much moꝛe vnaule had hee beene to beare 
the weight thereols e? 

But (may ſome fay) if this be ſo why, 

eee © een: then 


then doth the Loꝛd vſe meanes in wozk⸗ 
ing ol miracles⸗ why doth hee ble men 
Pꝛophets, Apoſtles, yea and theſe alſo 

which haue no iuſtifping faith, and alla o⸗ 
ther creatures? J anſwere , the Lo2d b- 
ſeth them, not becauſe be ſtands i in neede 
of them ( fo2 hee can wozke all things of 
himſelfe neither vleth he them, that men 
ſhould altribe leſſe to him, and nioze to the 
creatures which he vleth, but fo2;to teach 
vs theſe th: things. 

Firlt to teach vs, hom his Paioliie. doth, 
app2oue the meaics wherebp things are. 
bꝛonght to paſſe : foz if the Lozd vſeth, 
meanes when as they be ol lee ple, much 
moe will he appꝛwue when the meanęs 
are vſed which haue ſome power to bꝛing 
things to palſe. This then is the ſürſt cauſe 
why the Loꝛd vleth meanes, toſhew that 
he mould haue vs kept, maintained and 
liue in this world, but fo, as by vlüng 
ſuch me anes, as his Paieſty ſhall appoint. 
Therefoꝛe no man ought to neglect and 
contemne the meanes, leaſt hee oppoſe 
himſelfe againft the Lodz. 

_ Secondly, the 'Lo2d vſeth creatures 
in wozking miracle , to ſuppozt and 
bphold 


1 


1 


2 
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vphold mans 'weaknefe, who is not able 
to looke on his Pa'eſtte , when hee wozk- 
eth himkelfe, This is plaine in the ex⸗ 
ample of the Iſraelites. Exod. 19, when 
they came to Pount- Sinai, to heare the 
L97d, chers was luch thunder and light⸗ 
ning, and the ſound ofatrumpeterceding 
lowd, and the Pount all of a ſmoake, be⸗ 
cauſe the: Loꝛd came downe by fire, they 
were fo bereft of their ſences, and were 
ſo afrcaide , that afterward they defired 
the Loꝛd not to ſpoake to them himſelfe 
any moꝛo, but that they might hane Moi- 
ſcs ts ſpeake vnto them, and they would 
heare him. 

Thirdiy'thz-Lo2d vſsth meanes fo2 the 
tryall of our faith, of dur religion, and 
conſcience , whether we will-aſcribe the 
wozke that is w2zought to the wozker i 
thereof, oz ko the meanes, oꝛ parti to of 
the wozker, oꝛ partly to the meanes „oz 
as ſome doe, all to the meanes { and none 
to the wozker. The L oꝛd trpeth Whether 
wee will be ronſkant, to aſcribe the pawer 
that is in miratles vnko his Paieſtp, 
fo; in the miracles ol Chi; wee ſe How | 
Nusrly” N etpeunded, albeit 
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| | Chr iſtes 
they were. effected by the linger of God, 
| vet the Phariſces would not .aſcrive them 
l to the wozker, but ſaid, that hee w2ought 
8 miracles by Belz ebub the Walnce of Di⸗ 
nels. This is the cozruption of man and 
want of faith: thep are read to aſcribe 
though not all, pet at the leaſt ſome part 
ot the miracle to creatures, which are but 
the meanes, and not Wholp to the Loꝛd, 
who is the oycly. Worker ol miracles; fo2 
theſe cauſes y £023 bleth means in woz⸗ 
king miracles, to teach vs theſe things 
therebp , fo2 ail niiractes are wꝛought not 
for him, but foz our cauſe, 
The meancs Which the Lo2d vſeth 
are of diuers ſozts but eſpetially three. 
Firſt, ſome meancs which the L62d vſeth 
in wozking of miracles, are ſuch as may 
ſeme to men to haue ſome power in them, 
fozthe mozking of the miracle. As when 
Moſescame to the red Sea, hee lift vp his 
Rod, and Aretched out his hand ouer the 
waters. 0 when hee came to the Nocke 
40 get water foꝛ the people, he ffrooke y 
Rocke wity his affe which ſeemed to 
bane ſome power init to make the water 
ach out of the: Rockt afterward it me 


Miracles. 
The ſecond ſozt of meanes Which: the 
On vſeth;, are ſich as haue not ſo 
much as an appearance of anp fozte 02 
power, oz vſe, in the woꝛking of the nit- 
racle. Such was the hem of CHRIS TS 
garment , the hem of a garment hath not 
 G much as an appearance, that it ſhould 
heale any that are diſeaſed, | ſuch was 
the handkercher of PAV LE fo cure 
diſeaſes, what are handkecchers oz ſwad⸗ 
ling clowts (as wee map as well ſap, 
fo2 the curing of diſeaſes) ſuch was the 
ſhadow of PETER , wherevnto ſome 
comming were healed of their diſeaſes, 
Thefe were wzought when the Apoſtles 
were ignorant thereof ,- and when they 
were occupied about other matters. But 
pet it pleaſeth the Lord to vſe ſuch means. 
although they haue not any appear ante ot 
any power in the woꝛking ot a miratle. 
Thirdlp, the Lord vſeth ſuch meanes 
as are not auaileable fo2 the wazke, but 
ſeeme to hinder it, as in curing ol the Kind 
man, the clap which was made, and latd 
vpon his eyes, this Chriſt(whd was God 
and man ) vſed, though it leemed to con⸗ 
taine in it a natural hinderance to the 
| B4 Miracle 
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Pirate. Theſe th2e ſoꝛts of meanes the 
IL OD vpleth, to teach vs thee nota- 
ble points. 

Firſt he vſeth the feſt meanes to trie 
the trueth of aur faith, to ſer whether we 
be ſo firme in faith, and whether we will 
ſo wholp relie vpon him ; as that hee will 
-gitle all glozy to him faꝛ the wozking ol 
che miracle, though the meanes vſed doe 
feme to haue ſome power of bꝛinging it 
to palle, we muſt thcrefoze learne to giue 
Al glad to the Loꝛd whatſoeuer. 
': Decondly , the ſecond ſoꝛt ok meanes 
that the Loꝛd vſeth , is to teach vs, that 
it is he alone that wozketh miracles, alld 
not the creature which is vſed, his (ole 
omnipotent power doth wozke it: Let the 
me anes doe oꝛ boe what it will, whether 
it bee anv creature what-ſo-ener, 02 no 
creature, as was the ſhadawe of Peter, 
which was nothing , but the abſence of 
light. Let vs acknowledge the LORD 
to boe the. onely cauſe and wozker of the 
miracle. 

Thirdly, the third ſoꝛt o meanes, tea- 
£ cheth vs ta gine nothing to the creature 
it e bebt is ulen „Which is Aena 
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to the opinion of many ſuperſtitieus peo- 
ple, and contrary to all Toninrers, Soy 
cerers , 02 calfers of Figures: Sathan 
maketh them to thinke that the miracle is 
b2ought to palle by him, o2 the meanes 
which hee appointeth , and not by the 
power of GD D, But we mult acknow- 


ledge that ail Creatures what-ſo.cncr,. 


that albeit the power of Angels be great, 
pet if all theſe were iopned together, 
vet they were nat able to wozke the leaf 
miracle that could bee. This doctrine 
hath ſingular vſe . Firlf it-teacheth vs 
what a miracle is. Secondly, what a mi⸗ 
ratle is not: as allmancr of appearances 
are no miracles, whether they be illuſtong 
of Sathan, o2 pzocede from thedeceipt, 
ſubtiltie, and agitific of man, none of them 
are miracles. So the pꝛeſeruation of man⸗ 
kinde, albett it be a true wozke w2ought 
by GOD oncly, pet becaule it is à true 
vſuall and o2dinary wozke , it is no mira- 
cle, fo2 euerp miracle is d rare wa; abe af 
Gh DW. 

Thirdly, it teacheth vs that no wozke 
is a miracle which cannot bee felt, mel. 
led, 0 perteiued by fome of the ſcrifes : 


When 


Chriſts 
When men-therefoze hold vs in hand that 
thexe is a miracle, pet if wee camot ſee 
ang thing, fele, melt, 02 falle any thing, 
tontrarp to the o2dinary manner, there is 
imo miracle w2ought , Thereloꝛze let the 
malignant Church of Rome, teach, wꝛite, 
and decree in their counſells, that there 
is a miracle wzought in the ſacrifice of 
their Altar: pet becauſe J can neither 
ſee, touch, ſmell, no2 taſte any thing but 
the ſame that was befoze,it cannot be any 
24 Prracle. 

=. -. Fourthly, every miracle is w2ought 
by the ſole omnipotent power of GOD. 
= Ff any wazke bee done by the power of 
ſathan , oz of any man: 02 anp thing bes 
done wonderfully bythe power of -Na- 
ture, it is no miracle. . athan hath pow⸗ 
er to doe anp ſtrange thing, it is a natu⸗ 
rall wozken, and therefoze no miracle. 
Oo alſo of the god Angells. S0 likewiſe 
if wee fee ſtrange things come to paſſe 
in the Deanens by *Patarall cauſes, 
as, are not to thinke they are any mira⸗ 
Lat of all lf me thing fall out acco2- 
ding 


— 


P ˙—  —— — 
— * — — 
— p mo —— oo — — — — — - 
— — — ” 
- 


— = — « = 
.. K ̃ —y—ᷣ— — —_—— 


4 * — _— - - — 
x _ * — — 2 
- 1 —— — — D 
N a * — — — 
e — I Wo” — —— - — — — — — — —.— — 
— 
4 _ — o _ _ — — — 

— "= Se — > ann * —— — — 

= — * — — 

— - — — — — - —2— — — 
P © — — OY — 
9 - — — » — — * x — *% 
oy _— s oy 
* 1 
o 
* 1 * 
8 
- 


— 
— —— — - __— — 
— — 2 — _ = 


E — * 


. 


= 2— ——— — ͤ— —— œã . - — — 
— —_— > 
— — 


— — 
« Du —— — 
- — — — —— 
- « — 
" - - 
- = * — 


—— - 
— 


——ꝛ—ů— —ũ—d 1 — — — 
_ 28 * 5 : _ 
. 
* 1 — - - 
2 2 
== © Ia » 


Miracles. 

ding fo the rare ſtrength and power ar 
ſome Waters , o; other creatures, ik it 
fall out by Nature, 02 if partiy by Arte, 
and partlie by Nature, it is no miracle. 
Whatſocuer therefozc is not bꝛought ta 
paſſe by the ſole omnipotent power of 
God, and that is not contrary to Natures 
it is no miracle. | 

It followeth now to lte, how many ſozts 
and kindes of miracles there be. J meane 
not how many ſoꝛts there bee in Nature 
(fo2 ſo there is but onely one true mira» 
cle) but in name, and as they arg called, foꝛ 
ſo there may be diuerſe, and this J gather 
out of the woꝛds ol theſe johariſes How 
can nuanthatis a ſinner do ſuch miraglesr in- 
ſinuating there bp, that there bee ſome mi⸗ 
racles which ſinners may doe, pet not 
ſuch as CHN 1 Thad done: Out of 
this place then wee gather that in name 
there be two ſoꝛts of miracles . One is a 
true and dinine miracle „ which is that 
whereof wee haur ſpoken bekoze, which is 
an undeccaueable miracle, fo: it is not 
done to deceine any , but to magnifie 
de wozke thercof , and fez the good of 


1. 122 them 1 
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chem fox whom it is wꝛought, and foꝛ the 
p:ofit.of thoſe which behold it: it is called 
Nuine betaufe it is wꝛought by the ſoule 
omaipotent power of God. Beltves this 
chere is a falſe vaine and deceiueable mi⸗ 
racle, falle J ſav. becauſe it is not this, 
fo2 whatſoeuer is not this, is a falſe Mi- 
racle, and vaine, becauſe it cannot haue 
any good , Godlp, p2ofitable and holy vſe 
to the confcience of man, and deceiuea⸗ 
dle, becauſe it deladeth men that are to 
viſcetne and: iudge of it. This is the mi⸗ 
ratle whith- the Phariſes here ſpeake 
df; the which is granted to bee donne by 
the wicked. Ellewhere in the ſcriptures 
we rend, who are the wozkers of this mi- 
racle, as numelp ſathan himſeife doth of 
ww times wozke it. 

So alſo his Piniſters do often- times 
wozkeiths ſame. foz the holy Ghoſt teach- 
eth vs, Math. 24. 24. That in the latter daies 


there ſhall come falfe Chriſts and falſe 
Prophets, and ſhewe great ſignes, and 
wonders, ſo that if it were poſſible they 
ſhould decelue the very Elect.. Mer 
muſt not infaxine that the falle Chꝛiſts 
ali w3zke true miracles, but they ſhall 

Wozke 


— 


woke ſuch ſkrange and wonderful 
thugs that they ſhould carry away ma- 
np after them: nap if the Lozd had not 


decterd in his ſecret councell to ſaue 
them that they ſhould neuer fall away, 


they would alſo. dete iue them, Mhere⸗ 
by wee may be admoniſhed, that ſeing 
we are in the laſt age of the wozld, that 


tefull times are at hand, wherein falſe 
hiitts {hall ariſe and deceiue manp. And 
not ſathan naw ſtrong in the hearts ot 
e repobates? that they will teach kalle 
rr 
odo what ik Heretickes aud Scilma⸗ 


, Trangs 
UL 
he 


ke 
C 


t 


* 


their doctrine by myzacles ap f 
worders ? bother INARg: 91 in 
theme Let vs therefoze ( as Paul tang 
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the. Galathians, ) pzepare.,ont h 175 
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anꝑ other doctrine. then that which wes. 
haue receined in the mitten Word of 
Sch D, lethunbe.accurſed. The Holy 
Ghoſt alla foztelleth vs. 2. Thel. 2 9. That. 
befare the comming of CHRIST to 


iudgement, ſhall appeare Antichriff with all. 


his power, with ſignes, and lying wonders. 


The 


L 


The Holy Ghoſt doth before admonith 
vs hereof . That wee ſhould not wauer at 
euety motion, nor fall away at euery tryall, 
but bec conſtant, & hold faſt the Doctrine 
which we haue receiued from the Lord, by 
his Prophets, his Sonne, and his Apoſtles: 
then although we be trycd with Beretiks 
and Scilmatikes, and ſence to our ſeines 
and to others to be loft, yet we ſhall bet re- 
ferned fo eternali ſaluation. 

But ſome man mayſay- If ſathan tan 
woꝛke ſnch miracles, and the Toꝛd would 
haue falſe_Chzifts to ariſe c woꝛke won⸗ 
bers, hold alt we kudge of a miracle that 
is done whether it pꝛoccd from the Loꝛd, 
02 from ſathan and his Piniſtets, fram a 
good caufe and woꝛker, oꝛ from an euill, 
and Whar'tve are to hold and thinke or the 
power of chan, how farre it re acheth;e 
what it is able to do. J anſwer, that this is 
a ber neceffary point to be knoſvne, and 
ing we haue entred into the handling ol 
miracles; wee will ſhew what: miracles 
can be w2oight by ſathan , what is his | 
power, where it veginneth and where it 


endeth. | 
The 


Viſracles. 


7 1 The third part of this 


Sermon. 


Now wenne it remameth to ſpeake of 
the power of ſathan. Certaine it is, and we 
are to beleeue it by faith, that the power of 
Sathan is not equall to the power ok 
GO Dit is not ſo ſtrong, ſo large, and 
ſo wide: it is euery wap infinitly lefſe; 
22 is no comporiſon betwerne that 

which is infinite and that which is finite, 

It we compare it with gad Angels, it wil 
be leſle thenſome , and greater then other 
ſome, as afterward we ſhall moze plaine- 
lv ſee © but if wee compare it with the 
power of man, it is farre greater euerp. 
wap: but pet we muff knowe that it is a 
finite and naturall power, not ſupernatu⸗ 
rall ; foz then none could be ſaued: it is 
mighty , but vet not Almightie: but that 
wee may better concetue of it, let vs ſee 
wherein it ee All the power ge (a 


Secondly, in his d died, action, 92 4 
Foz attozding as a mans knowlevge 4-4 
uc 
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ſuch is his d&d: ſo is Sathans: ag his 
knowledge is great, ſo alſo his wozke 
great. Foz his knowledge it is to be con- 
ſidered whence it ariſeth , and how hee 
canmeth bp it, ſo thall we better iudge of 


the greatnelle thereof. He hath his knows. 


ledge by theſe meanes that follow. 

Firſt from his ſpirituall Mature, foꝛ 
by Nature hee is a ſpirit, and therefoze 
by Nature hath the meaſure of know⸗ 
ledge giuen by God to a ſpirit which is 
great. Wee know that there i is agreater 
meaC ure of knobuledge in man, then is in 
a, bꝛute beaſt, by reaſon of- that nature 
which the 102d hath. giuen to man aboue 
beaſts. So the diuill is made of a ſpiritual 
ſubſtance, and of that onely: ſo that hee 
hath not a body which might hinder him 
to ſw into the nature, qualitp, and opera- 
tion of a ſpirit, and there loze being a ſpi⸗ 
rit, hs hath the knowledge. of aſpirit. In 
that therefoꝛe he is a ſpirit, he hath a grea⸗ 
ter familiaritie with our ſpirites, then o⸗ 
therwile he could haue. In regarde ther⸗ 
fo: ot his nature his knowledge is great. 
Secondarilp, the meaſure of his know- 


ledge may bee diſcerned by his creation. 
| God 
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God created him a god Angell, and gane 
him the ſame meaſure of knowledge that 
he gaue to other Angels: Loke thercfoze 
what knowledge is in a god Angell by 
creation, the ſame knowledge is in Sa⸗ 
than by his creation. It map bee that he 
retaineth Eill that meaſure of knowledge 
which hee then receiued, albeit as it map 
bes thought, that as man by his fal, lot? 
a great meaſure of that knowledge. wh ich 
—— had by his creation: ſo the Diuill loſt 
a great meaſure of his knowledge by his 
Apoſtacie from the Lozd. Further ik is 
to bee knowne, that the diuil being nom 
fallen, is not of the conſultation of the 
Lo2d, as the god Angels are, foꝛ they 
ſtand alwapes befoꝛe his face , ready to 
doe any thing that hee ſhall command 
them, foꝛ the god of the Elect, and the re⸗ 
foze they are of the confultations of the 
Loꝛd, but Sathan is not ſo, and therefo2e 
hee cannot haue ſo great knowledge ae 
they haue, which is a great comfoꝛt ts 
thof: that be the true childꝛen of God, that 
the god Angels, by the meaſure of their 
knowledge, are moꝛe able to ſaue and 
defend vs, then the * is by the ea 
ure 
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kenſtue to mt, he knoweth alſo what plea- 


And as in theſe things, ſo alſo hath hee ex⸗ 


Chriſts 

{ure of his knowledge to harme bs, 

Thirdlp, the Diuill fince his fall, hath 
increaſed his knowledge , both on the 
things on earth,and of the wapes of God, 
by long obſeruations and continuall expe⸗ 
rience, who hath alwayes had experimen⸗ 
tall knowledge of the nature of man: foz 
he is wel acquainted with the age of men, 
hee knoweth what bee their affections, 
what is their nature, and what is their 
diſpoſttion, he knoweth what things be ol⸗ 


ſeth them beſt in their voung age, what in 
their middle age, & what in their old age. 


perience in lupernatural thinge. Fez he re⸗ 
membꝛeth by whom he hath bin reſiſted , e 
who will not peeld to him. This then muff 
greatly amplifie his knowledge, ſteing he 
bath alwapes had ſuch long experience of 
all things that come fo paſſe. As put the 
caſe there were one man aline which 
were perfect in ſence, in bop. in minde, 
in reuſon, and memoꝛv, and in all the fa- 
caltics both of the body and the minde, 
that had lined from the beginning of the 


woꝛld vnto this dar, and had obſerued all 


things 


. Miracles; 
things that had fallen out heretofoze: this 
man would tell ſuch wonderfull things, 
both paſt and to come, by naturall cauſts, 
and continaall obſeruation, that J feare 
mee leaſt many would wozchip him as 
God: therefoze the diuill muſt nerds haue 
great knowledge, ſeing that he hath had 
all theſe, But he knoweth moꝛe then any 
man could haue done: foz he doth not one⸗ 
ly know thoſe among whom he liueth, and 
the things that falleth out amongſt them, 
but he goeth about into suery familie and 
country, obſerueth what is dane, and is 
well acquainted with their converſatio n. 
Fourthlp, beſides this he hath alſo ano⸗ 
ther meanes to increaſe his knowledge. 
When the Lo2d commandeth him to ap⸗ 
peare befoꝛe him to render accounts of all 
the wozkes that hee hath done, lob. 1 16. 
When the childzen of GOD; that is, 
the gad Angels came befoꝛe the LORD, 
Sathan ode amongſt them , and the 
Lo2d ſayd vnto him, Whence commeſt 
thou? and hee anſwered, From compaſſing 
the Earth too and fro: and the L RD 
ſapde. Haſt thou not conſidered my fer- 
uant Joh, how there is none like him in the 
C 2 earth, 
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earth, an vpright and iuſt man? Sathan an- 
ſwerted : It is not for nothing that 705 
feareth thee, haſt thou nut made a hedge 
about him and his houſe, and about every 
thing which hee hath on euery ſide:? but 
touch all that hee hath, and then ſee whe- 
ther hee will not blaſpheme thee to thy 
face, Sathan knew well enough , that 
man will make ſhew of religion in pꝛol⸗ 
peritie ,but in aduerütie, by impatience 
would fall away: Foz herevpon the Loꝛd 
gaue him liberty to afflict lob, in viſiting 
his body with ſickneſle, in taking away 
his childzen, and his gods : but whence 
hath he this knowledge? from the reuela⸗ 
tion of the Loꝛd: he knew that Iob ſhould 
be viſited with great ſickneſle, and loſe 
his childzen, and his gods, when he heard 
it from the Lo2d, and ſo he knoweth many 
other things which are to come to paſſe, 
and after he once knoweth them, he goeth 
to Mitches oz ſuch like, and tells them 
thercok, who likewiſe tell others of the 
ſame befo2e it comes to paſſe, 4 ſo deceiut 
men thereby, making them to thinke th 
they know it of themſelnes : but neithe 
thep,noz the Dinelknow it of n. 
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but by renelation of the L O R D vuto 
Dathan. 

Fiftly , Sathan hath another excellent 
meanes ta mcreaſe his bnowledge which 
the Loꝛd hath alſo granted vnto men: fo: 
they know what is to come by the Keue⸗ 
lation of the Pꝛophets: foꝛ if there be any 
curſe belonging to the people, the Pꝛo⸗ 
phets doe denounce the ſame , 4 make the 
people to know thereof, by the pꝛeaching 
of the wozd: whereas therefoze the woꝛd 
is pꝛeached, there is Hathan pzeſent: he 
obſerueth the doctrine, whether it be of 
power to bꝛing men from the kingdome 
of darke neſſe, to the Loꝛd: from ſinne vn⸗ 
to repentance, If it bee, then iche moſt 
buſte , either to ſtop it from the Care, oz 
to pull it out of the heart, if they haue 
once receiued it, as Math. 13. 19. By this 
meanes therefoꝛe hee increaſeth his know- 
ledge, that he may wozke moze courrtly, 
and bee the leſle diſcerned : fo2 hee fan 
turne him-ſeifc into an 2ngell of light. 

Dixtly , hee hath pet another meanes 
fo increaſe his knowiedge , and that is by 
the obleruation of naturall cauſes. If pox 
ſpeake of an Aſtronomer, hee can tell that 
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beſf: if pee ſpeake of an Aſtrologer, hee is 
molt cunning therein. Pea that which 
men gelle at, and as it were groape at in 
the darke , hee beholdeth and knoweth 
moſt certainlie, and can tell any thing that 
is to come to paſſe by the courſe of the 
Starres.,and other naturall cauſes. Af we 
ſpeake of knowledge in the Artes, there 
is none comparable to him: hee is moſt 
Ckilfull in all the tongues, and there is no 
time that is hid from him. So that by 
theſe meanes hee hath wonderfully in⸗ 
creaſed his knowledge . But ſome 1 may 
fay : Bath hee knowledge in any thing, in 
which the god Angels haue no know- 
ledge { No fo? they are as diligent fo2 the 
falnation of the godly, as hee is fo2 their 
deftruction.Pſal, 91. 11. G O D giueth his 
Angels charge to kepe Chꝛiſt and all that 
are his, in all their wapes: nay they pitch 
their tents about him that feareth the 
X o2dfo kepe him on euetp Me , that no 
harme befall him any wap. And therefoze 
as ſoone as Dathan had left off tempting 
Chꝛiſt the gad Angels came and miniſtred 
vnto him all things that were rcquiſit foz 
him in this life. But doth not ele 
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knowledge ſerue to the woꝛking of a mi⸗ 
racle: Not fo it is a finite knowledge, and 
the refoꝛe cannot pꝛoduce any miracle, foz 
euerp true miracle is wꝛought by an om⸗ 
nipotent power. 

The ſecond thing wherein Satans pow⸗ 
er doth conſiſt in his action, 02 his deed, 
which as his knowledge is great, ſo it is 
likewiſe great. Let vs therefoze fre his ac- 
tions. The deed of perſwading is great,foz 
he moaned Cain contrary to his knowledge, 
.and contrary to nature, not one ly to reuile 

his bꝛother, but to kill him, hee talked not 
with Caine, but by motions and perſwaſi⸗ 
ons in his heartdid allure him therevnto. 
But it appeareth moꝛe great in his firſf 
action againſt man-kind, as when he came 
to our firſt parents in the foxne of a Ser- 
pent(which argueth his great power, that 
he can tranſtdꝛme himſelfe into ſuch a crea⸗ 
ture, and abuſe the tongue of a Serpent to 
that end) So we read of his actions alſo in 
Exodus, when Moſes wꝛought miracles be- 
foe Pharaoh by the finger of God. Satan 
alſo be his Enchanters did wozke y ſame 
miracles , yet not true miracles , be- 
cauſe they did them not by the finger of 


9 , o wv F$7> "> = =_ 
— WA” * — . — a — WW =s — — 
—_— — p : = : — 2 = 
= — — 6 — , — — — — — — — - = 
— — - —— — —-— 
= — — — — — — — —— — — - = — - 
— — — — . — - — — - — — = - ; : 
— | — — — — — —— — —— — 
4 — = — 4 
— —— + — — — 8 Fare” 
K — - - — by _ —_ —-— oY b — ; 
— — — _— — == p 
— a ——w—_— ——— — — — 2 — — — b — 
F * — - 0 
. 1 , N - 1 
” _ 


— 2 0 


a ” SAS. at 
— 
* — ö DI ere << gy — 
— "—— — — — — 
- as 
— — — — — 


K - 
- 2 ” 


— — — 

— 

— 
- 


briſtes 
God, but by the power of ſathan. So alſd 
1. Samuel. 28. ſathan comes to a witch, and 
would alſo tell d witch what ſuceſſe Saule 
ſhould haue in his battell, that he toke in 
hand, hee came in the ſhape of Samuel ſo 
that Saule thaught he had bin Samuel, So 
alſo would he talke familiarly with men: 
thcrefo:e the Loꝛd gaue a law, that if any 
one conſulted with a familiar fpirit, hee 
ſhould die, which law had bene in vaine, 
if none Had conſulted familiarly with 
him. So her was a lier in the mouth of all 
the falſe P2ophets , although they them⸗ 
ſelues did not af that time perceine it.So 
he polleſled mens bodies, as in the Goſ- 
vell , when our Sauiour had caſt him out 
of a man , hee ſtraight way went into a 
heard of Swine , uud eucn ſo he is able 
to dꝛaw mens bodies after him. We may 
alſo ſce his power bp a compariſon with 
the good Angels. 2 Kings. 19, An Angel of 
the Lord ſlew an hundreth and 85000,men 
of Zenacheribs Holt in one night, Now the 
ſamepower is in Sathan by his creation, 
which hereby appeareth to be very great. 
#9 when hee carried Chriſts body vpon a 


pinacle ot the Zempl®, « vp info a moun- 


tains 
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taine to tempt him. And Acts 16.19. there 
were exoꝛciſtes that would caſt fozth Di⸗ 
uills in the name of Icſus, but the euill ſpi⸗ 
rit in the man, ranne on them, and o⸗ 
ner-came them, ſo that they fled out of 
the honſe naked, c wounded. It is there⸗ 
foze certaine, that Sathan is of a wonder⸗ 
full power, and that the chiſdꝛen of God 
haue often-times tried, both in them⸗ 
ſelues, & alſo in others. Among many o⸗ 
ther 4 remember one that is wozthy re⸗ 
membzance. 

There was a man in Geneua who 
feling ſome-thing to fall out contrary to 
his minde, and foꝛ divers cauſes which 
is not nerdful to repcate blaſphemed God, 
E deſired that if there were any Diuills 
they might come and take him awap, who 
was pꝛeſentlp in the apꝛe, 4 ncuer heard 
of after, ſane oncly that his cap fell off his 
head, which ſheweth that ſatan hath great 
power: this teacheth vs p me maſt not be 
tareleſſe, but muſt loke to thẽſelues. For 
ſatan is a roaring Lion ſeeking whõ he may 
ſooneſt deuoure : watch th * and pray, 
leſt ye fall into temptafhon. But if ſatans 
power be ſo great, how comes it to paſſe, 

that 
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that many men do ſo well in this woꝛld: 
anſwere this power is barred and itmit- 
ted by the Low,and that by two eſpectall 
limits. The firſt limite, is his Nature,foz 
hee is not able to doe any thing then that 
which his naturall diſpoũtion will permit 
and ſuffer. The ſecond limit is, the will 
of GO D: foꝛ hee can do nothing againſt 
the will of G D D. Except the Lozd doe 
either permit him oz ct ommand him, hee 
is not able to doe any thing at all. As it 
is alſo in other creatures, the waters 
ſhould by nature oner-flowe the whole 
earth, vet they doe not becauſeit is the 
will of GD D. So alſo is it with ſathan, 
as appeareth , when the Lo2d gaue him 
power of all Iobs goods, beyond þ Lo2ds 
will hee could not goe , foz the L ON D 
will not ſuffer him to doe any thing to 
his Childꝛen: but onely that which ſhall 
tend to their good. Art thou in miſery,02 
in any dangerous diſtreſſe , wherein thou 
art molt ſubiect to the craelty of Sathan? 
bee of god comfozt , Sathan is limited, 
her cannot doe ap thing to ther, but 
onelp that which the Lo2d commandeth 
him. But may not Sathans 2 
an 
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and power bee vſed - 7 anſwere it may. 
God vſeth it in puniſhing , triyng, and 
cozrecting his childzen. Againe the A⸗ 
poſtles vſed his power, fo2 they haue de- 
liuered men to Sathan as Paule did. 1. 
Tim, . 20. Himeneus and Alexander, g as 
hee would haue done the inceſtuous Co- 
rinths. But may not a man vſe it in famili⸗ 
ar ſoꝛt, in talking, varganing, t conſulting 
with Sathan: No. This is fozbidden Deu. 
18, Leuit. 20. 4 lee are commanded to re⸗ 
ſiſt the Diuill, and to flie from him, wee 
muſt not therefoze conſult with him. He 
map oftentimes tell the trneth, but wee 
muſt nat accept it. Chꝛiſt gaue vs example 
hereof, foz hee ſapd, that Chriſt was the 
Sonne of God, which was a trueth, pet 
CHRIST commatided him to bee ſi⸗ 
lent, to teach vs, that the truth is not to be 
recetued from him, foꝛ hee is the Father of 
lies. Here then all men are foꝛbidden to 


ſeke vnto ſatan, to know any trueth what⸗ 
ſdeuer. And therkoꝛe hereby we tondemne 


thoſe that vſe witchery, 


by the counſell of 
ſathan: and in the fo2n 


er places, the ve⸗ 


ry action of conſulting with ſatan, though 
no harme come thereby, is flatly death to 


the 
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the party: J would this law were eſta⸗ 
bliſhed in all Chꝛiſtian Churches, then 
there would not be ſo many witches in $: 
kinde, as now there are. J conkeſſe in⸗ 
ded , there bee ſome which bee counted 
witthes, which indeed are not, as namely 
thoſe which hurt Cattell, as Dren, Yozſe, 
Swine, 92 ſuch like, oꝛ elſe childzen ,not 
fro p counſell of ſatan, but by ð traditions 
of other women, by poiſoning them, in do- 
ing nothing but vüng the naturall cauſes 
thcrof, Thoſe J would haue puniſhed, vet 
not in the name of witches, but inp name 
of murtherers. Some men thinke that 
they map ouer⸗ rule ſathan by coniurati⸗ 
on, in vſing this pꝛeparation, which is ſet 
dolvne by ſome of late, that thev muſt 
make a Circle, and in it make Triangles, 
Quadꝛangles, and Croſſes, and ſpeake 
tertaine woꝛds, as ſaping the Pater noſter, 
and many other ſuch like things that they 
may call vp ſatan in what ſhape they will, 
and he will appeare and do fo2 them, that 
which they deſtre. But is ſatan a friend of 
theirs can any ſuch things make him obe⸗ 
dient to man : Doeſt thou thinke that 
thou canſt ouer-rule him by this meanes? 


No 


Wewed themſelues to Araham and Lot. 
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No ſurely, but hee rather by this meanes 
deceiueth thee, and all that are of thine o⸗ 
pinion. And thus he deceiueth them that 
vſe Characters. So there bee Charmes 
vſed to get away thy 3 , and 
Toth- ache. But doth the Charme cet it 
away ? Mo, lathan knoweth before that 
thy Head ache ſhall gag awap, and thece- 
foze cauſeth thee to vſe that Charme, and 
therebp would mogue thee to aſcribe it to 
the Charme. ä 

But when ſathan \shiſ pereth- men in 


their cares, how ſhall: they know whether 
it be hee 02 aged { ngell that ſpeak th to 


them: J anſwere: there be diuerſe mani⸗ 


feſt tokens, un thou maieſt diſcerne 


this. 
Feirſt the 1025 doth not now vſe ſuch 
meanes to reueale his will vnto men: thou 


art therefoꝛe al way to ſ uſpect if to bee of 
ſathan, 


- Secondly, Kit be a god Angel, maieſt 
know by this: fo2 if it be a god Angell, it 


will tell ther, either at firſt oꝛ at laſt, what 
it is, and fo2 what it commeth, and from 
Whence, as in times paſt the god Angells 


Third⸗ 
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Chiedly, if it be a god Angell, he will af; 
ſure thee to keepe the w2itte woꝛd of God; 
tfhedo not, then ſuſpect hun, 


Tac vie- 


The vle of all this doctrine is to lead bs 
vnto God, to acknowledge him to bee our 
onely Lozd and Sauionr, and to embꝛace 
the Sonne of God, as our Ring. In all 
things therefoꝛe we muſt go vnto him. 

But whereas it is ſaid: How can 4 
man that is a ſinner do ſuch in: tacles? it may 
bee aſked whether Gods enemies can 
wozke any miracles? I anſwere: hee that 
Wwozketh is not ag ainſt Chꝛiſt, but with 
him: and we ſc& that thoſe which indeuou⸗ 
red Acts. 16. to wozke à miracle could not. 

And there was a diſſenſion among them. 
herein wee ſee that the Lo2d Both ſo 
woꝛke, that Chꝛiſt and his do finde fanour 
among their enemies, and that by their 
diſſenſion among themlelues⸗ Here weſee 
that Schiſme is neither a note of a falſe 
Chürch, no pet of a true Church, heere if 
is in a falſe Church: ſchiſme ariſeth of the 


viuerlity ol knowledge and iudgement of 
men: 


lracles. 


men: fo2 all men haue not one knowledge | 
and iudgement, and all ſce not the truth, N 
and ik they ſhould , pet all haue not the 
like peelding affection therebnto. Ne are 1 
therefo2e to pzepare our ſelues to meete | 
with ſchiſmes,fo2 it is neceſſary that there 4 
ſhould be Hereſtes, 1. Cor. 1 1. 10. and 
that in the Church of God, that 
thoſe which are appzo⸗ 
ned might bee 
knowne. 
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